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*Please rise as you are able, in body or in spirit

Bold print indicates a unison reading

PRELUDE  Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah 
J. Hughes    Pianist, Roberta Smith  

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
During Women’s History Month, we light this candle to acknowledge and 

celebrate the voice of God in the feminine that guides us into a deeper knowledge 

of the Divine. 

HYMN#333               Order My Steps         Wilson Memorial Collective 

Verse 1: Order my steps in Your word, dear Lord,  lead me, guide me, every day. 

Send Your anointing, Father I pray.  

Verse 2: Humbly I ask Thee, teach me Your will. While you are working, help me 

be still. Though Satan is busy, God is real! 

Verse 3: Bridle my tongue, let me words edify, Let the words of my mouth be 

acceptable in Thy sight. Take charge of my thoughts, both day and night. 

Refrain: Order my steps in your word. Please order my steps in your word 

WELCOME               Rev. Michael Droege 

CALL TO WORSHIP          Liturgist, Lonnie Miller 
“God does not see as humans see.  

Humans look at the outward appearance, but God looks on the heart.” I Samuel 16:7 

Kindred of God, a new vision of leadership is called forth and God calls upon the 

least likely, the unheard of, and the humble of heart to assemble to receive 

anointing. 

In peace, we anoint the forgotten, the youngest, smallest, and unlikeliest of 

siblings whom God has raised up to serve.

Though the call may involve risk and danger, we are called to listen, obey, and 

live an unwavering love. 

In peace, we anoint the disinherited and dismissed. 
God’s call does not depend on our outward appearance or our earthly 
achievements. 

In peace, we anoint neighbor and kin alike, knowing God looks upon the heart. 

Let us open our hearts to God this day. Amen.



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Anointed One, your love comes peaceably into our lives if we will but let it. We are 

so fixated on what we see as the standard, the familiar, and the safe choice that we 

often lose sight of what you are raising up right in our very midst. Enliven us with 

your Spirit this day so that we might get a glimpse of your peace. Take what we 

might imagine as too small for your kingdom and use it to open the world to your 

overflowing abundance and provision for all that you have created. In the name of 

Jesus the Christ we pray. Amen. 

HYMN#474  I Surrender All  

     Wilson Memorial Collective 

Refrain:  

I surrender all, I surrender all, all to thee, my blessed Savior, I surrender all. 

PRAYER OF RECONCILIATION 
(All are invited to participate verbally in our prayer of reconciliation) 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent, for the sake of your Son 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
One: Peace be with you. 

All: And also with you. 



 

 

PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
Please respond with “Lord, hear our Prayer” 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

as it is in heaven. Give us this day, our daily bread,  

and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power  

and the glory forever. Amen  

ANTHEM Love Has a Name 

     Wilson Memorial Collective 

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 

praise him all creatures here below; praise him above, you heavenly host, 

praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PRAYER OF GRATITUDE 

GATHERING OUR CHILDREN  



 

 

  

SCRIPTURE READING             1 Samuel 16:1-13 

The LORD said to Samuel, "How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 

to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons."  

Samuel said, "How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me." And the LORD 

said, "Take a heifer with you, and say, 'I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.' 

Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall 

anoint for me the one whom I name to you."  

Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the 

city came to meet him trembling, and said, "Do you come peaceably?" He said, 

"Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come 

with me to the sacrifice." And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to 

the sacrifice.  

When they came, he looked at Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed is 

now before the LORD."  

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of 

his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; 

they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart." Then 

Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. He said, "Neither has the 

LORD chosen this one." Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, 

"Neither has the LORD chosen this one." Jesse made seven of his sons pass before 

Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, "The LORD has not chosen any of these." 

Samuel said to Jesse, "Are all your sons here?" And he said, "There remains yet 

the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep." And Samuel said to Jesse, "Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here."  

He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was 

handsome. The LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; for this is the one." Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and 

the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel 

then set out and went to Ramah. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

                      

 

 
 

*GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

SENDING OUR CHILDREN 

SERMON                   Escaping the Algorithm 

ANTHEM                       Made a Way 

       Wilson Memorial Collective 

BLESSING OUR CHILDREN

BENEDICTION  

POSTLUDE             God Will Take Care of You 
W. Stillman Martin Pianist, Roberta Smith 



How to reach Pastor Michael: You can schedule an appointment online 

at calendly.com/michaeldroege or call the office for assistance at  

(908) 755-5020.  Of course, in any kind of crisis you can always call or text

Pastor Michael at (908) 578-9432.  

Please note, Fridays are Pastor Michael’s Sabbath Day. 

Rev. Michael Droege, Pastor 

Timothy Walton, Director of Music & Worship Arts 

Matthew May, Seminary Intern 

Roberta Smith, Accompanist 

Pam Cox, Bell Choir Director 

Jacob Feldman, A/V Specialist 

Tina Kelly, Administrator 

Harold Kreis, Sexton 

The Rev. Barbara Peters, Pastor Emerita 

How to Support the Work of Wilson Memorial Church 

In Service: You are invited to place your offerings in the plate at the 

back of the Sanctuary. 

By Mail: Gifts can be sent to the office at: 

7 Valley Road 

Watchung, NJ 07069 

Online: Use our secure giving portal by clicking the “Giving” link on our 

website; www.wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Text-to-Give: Text WILSONCHURCH to (908) 460-8818 and follow the setup 

prompts for your first time. Once set up, you can simply text the gift amount to 

the above number. 

Follow us on social media @mywilsonchurch 



CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers that grace the Sanctuary  

this morning are in loving memory of  

Astrid and Roland Ost 

from their children Ruth, Jane and Paul 

Flower Ministry: If you would like to honor a special someone, or occasion, 

please consider supplying flowers for a future service. Contact the office for 

assistance.   

For Prayer: Prayers for Joe Higgins, and his family. Prayers for Karen Cito and 

her family. Prayers for peace in places of War. 

Starfish: Please considering donating canned fruit, crush, peeled, or diced canned 

tomatoes, cans of vegetables and cereal boxes to Starfish.  

Please check expiration dates before donating. Thank you to Bruce and Ruth Ryno 

for volunteering at Starfish weekly. 

Open Sanctuary during lent: Tuesdays from 8:00-12:30 

Soup Suppers: Sundays, March 19, 26 at 4:30 in Fisher Hall. 

Sponsored by: Harold Kreis, Laurie Conley and Jake Jacus 

God on Tap: Lenten conversation hosted by Thomas Henry on Saturday, April 1. 

Please RSVP to admin@wilsonmemorialchurch.org 

Gift a lily to honor a loved one and decorate the Sanctuary on Easter Sunday. 

HOLY WEEK 

Palm Sunday: April 2, Worship Service at 10:00am 

Maundy Thursday: April 6, Service at 6:00pm 

Good Friday: April 7, Service at 6:00pm 

Easter: April 9, Worship Service at 10:00am 


